Among the 15 currently recognized families of the order Siphonaptera (RE Lewis 1998 J Med Entomol 35: 377-389) , Ischnopsyllidae is specific to a single order of hosts, Chiroptera, representing about 5% of the known records (AG Marshall 1981 The Ecology of Ectoparasitc Insects, Academic Press, London, 459 pp.). Only five genera and five species of Ischnopsyllidae occur in Brazil (PM Linardi & LR Guimarães, Sifonápteros do Brasil, Museu de Zoologia USP, in press).
One of these genera, Hormopsylla, is constituted by four species, as recently recognized in the review of MW Hastriter and R Guerrero (1998 Proc Entomol Soc Wash 100: 247-251) , infesting bats of the family Molossidae, as well as vespertilionid and phyllostomid bats. Three species are restricted to the Neotropical region; the other reaches the southern Neartic region.
Only H. fosteri (Rothschild, 1903) (Fig.1 ). This number represents the peak load of infestation by bat fleas up till now recorded for species of Chiroptera. When related to the sites of infestation on the host's body (Fig.  2) , the fleas presented the following distribution: ears (36%); head (24%); thorax (17%); other sites (23%). Considering the size and weight of the host, the load of infestation might be an important parameter for studies evaluating the direct impact of ectoparasites on bats. Since the greater number of fleas was observed on the regions of head and ears, the host might be conducting some grooming activity. M. abrasus also constitutes a new host record for H. fosteri. 
